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Press Release – 5 July 2012 

 

European leader in the UWF sector 

The Portucel Soporcel Group supports the 2012 IUFRO Conference 

• From 9 to 13 July, the Portucel Soporcel will take part in the 2012 IUFRO Conference, 

which will bring together forest research scientists from around the world  

• More than 500 participants are expected at this year’s event, making this a unique 

opportunity to showcase Portugal’s forestry sector 

• The forestry industry accounts for 10% of Portugal’s exports of goods 

As befits a major player in the international pulp and paper sector, the Portucel Soporcel group 

will be Gold Sponsor of the 2012 IUFRO Conference, organized by the Instituto Superior de 

Agronomia and due to take place at the Estoril Conference Centre, in Cascais, from 8 to 13 July. 

IUFRO, or the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (Division 5 – Forest 

Products), holds a conference every five years to bring together forest research scientists from 

around the world, seeking to promote dialogue between academe and industry on issues of 

crucial importance to the sector’s future. Debate is set to focus on the forestry sector, one of 

the most important industries for the Portuguese economy, accounting for 10% of all exports 

of goods. 

With the twin aims of global sharing of scientific expertise and encouraging international 

cooperation in forestry sciences, the 2012 IUFRO Conference offers a forum for reflection on 

forestry plantations around the world, with a special emphasis on sustainable development 

and generating wealth from forestry products. 

Manuel Regalado, executive director of the Portucel Soporcel group, will use the platform to 

draw attention to the importance of Portugal’s forestry industry and to its leading role in the 

economy and in scientific research in Portugal. The Group’s R&D division will also be 

represented in the various plenary sessions, in which its research technicians are set to take 

part. 

Officiating at the opening ceremony, on 9 July, will be Pekka Sarampãã (Conference Chairman), 

Helena Pereira (Chairman of the Local Organizing Committee) and João Ferreira do Amaral 

(Chairman of the Management Board, AIFF – Association for the Competitiveness of the 

Forestry Sector).  
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The role of the Portucel Soporcel group in the development of Portugal’s forests 

In view of the strategic importance of managing forestry resources to Portugal’s economic, 

social and environmental development, it is significant that the country’s woodlands occupy 

38% of its territory, and are strongly geared to export markets, with an extremely high level of 

national value added. Portuguese companies in the pulp and paper industry account for more 

than 5% of the country’s exports of goods. The Portucel Soporcel group represents close to 

70% of the pulp and paper industry, leading the forestry sector’s overall contribution to the 

trade balance. 

The Portuguese pulp and paper industry is globally significant, insofar as more than 50% of 

European exports of office and printing offset paper originate from the Portuguese industry, in 

other words, from the Portucel Soporcel group. 

The Group  is one of Portugal’s leading players on the world stage and helps to shape the 

country’s economy, as a vertically integrated forestry group whose operations range from 

applied research to responsible management of a natural and renewable resource, the 

country’s woodlands, as well as the production of pulp, energy and paper. 

Thanks to the Portucel Soporcel group, the Portugal is the European leader in the UWF 

(uncoated woodfree) printing and writing paper sector and in the production of bleached 

eucalyptus pulp. Responsible for 0.7% of Portugal’s GDP and 3% of its exports of goods, the 

company is one of the prime movers in the process of improving Portugal’s forests. 

As the country’s largest private sector forest owner and manager, the Portucel Soporcel group 

manages responsibly approximately 120 thousand hectares of woodland holdings, and was the 

first organization in Portugal to have its forest management practices certified under both the 

FSC® (Forest Stewardship Council-C010852) and PEFC™ PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of 

Forest Certification schemes PEFC/13-23-001) systems. The Group is also involved in the NGP (New 

Generation Plantations) project led by WWF International, which seeks to design collective 

approaches which can sustain an industry based on increasingly sustainable plantations, and to 

consolidate an environmentally and socially responsible model in the sector. 

The Portucel Soporcel group sees planted woodlands as the foundation stone of its business 

development and strives to assure the efficient and responsible management of its agro-

forestry holdings, applying best practice in forest husbandry whilst also implementing an 

effective plan for defending and protecting Portugal’s woodlands from wildfires and for 

managing biodiversity. As part of its policy of woodlands development, the Group owns 

Europe’s largest nursery for forest plants, operated by its subsidiary, Viveiros Aliança, S.A., 

which supplies plants to the home and foreign markets. Thanks to recent investment, the 

nurseries now boast annual capacity for producing approximately 12 million certified plants, 

destined to renew Portugal’s woodlands. 
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Research and Development: the key to the Portucel Soporcel group 

The Portucel Soporcel group undertakes its own research activities, through its dedicated 

research institute (RAIZ – Instituto de Investigação da Floresta e Papel), in the fields of forestry 

and manufacturing. This supports the innovation that constitutes an important factor in 

making its products competitive and distinctive. 

With R&D experience stretching back over two decades, the Group has been able to develop a 

business model in which the value proposition is founded on the sustainability of the 

innovation process. 

In its work in the forestry sector, RAIZ seeks to increase the yields from eucalyptus forests, 

improve the quality of the fibre produced, implement forestry management practices which 

are economically, environmentally and socially sustainable, and to reduce wood costs, through 

genetic improved eucalyptus clones and developing silviculture practices that assure 

sustainable forest yields in the various regions of the country. Its industrial research projects 

have included continuous improvement of pulp and paper quality and the respective 

production processes, helping to reduce and minimize environmental impacts. 

Significantly, the RAIZ research and training network includes leading Portuguese and 

international universities in their specialist areas, making for priority access to expertise and 

resources which help to assure research success and opportunities to share experiences. 

The Portucel Soporcel group’s support for the 2012 IUFRO Conference serves as further 

demonstration of its commitment to sustainable development as a means of generating 

wealth for Portugal. 
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